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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŀǎǎŀƎŜ 

Dear Members of ULA, 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ 

Association of Sri Lanka.  

First & foremost, let me express my gratitude to all ULA members for having trust in me and giving 

me the ULA presidency. I am pleased to be working with a talented Executive Committee that has 

substantial expertise and proficiency in Library and Information Science. 

Since 2020 we have been facing many challenges such as pandemic, economic and financial crisis. So that we struggle to 

finance for resources and staff development. We shall unite together to develop the nation by sustaining the prosperity of 

our libraries and the welfare of our members.  

I ensure that I will continue the best practices followed by the past presidents to uplift our association. I am passionate to 

inculcate vibrant research culture among the members, enhance the quality of Journal of University Librarians association 

(JULA) by indexing in standard indexing system, and to anticipate the changes brought by developing technology. 

This year in addition to the usual activities, I would like to network with people around. I welcome the views of ULA members 

who think differently to come forward with innovative ideas, research projects, and community outreach. 

I seek the perseverance of the Executive Committee, the contribution of each ULA member, and the guidance of the most 

senior members to become acquainted with the national as well as the global trends in LIS.  

Again, I would like to say that I am honoured to stand with you all. 

Best Wishes 

M. M. Mashroofa, Ph.D 
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Annual General Meeting 2023 of ULA 

The 41st Annual General Meeting of University Librarians 

Association of Sri Lanka was held on the 27th of October, 2023, 

at the Rose Garden Hotel, Kadawatha. The Chief Guest of the 

inaugural session of the AGM was Senior Prof. Nilanthi De Silva, 

Vice Chancellor, University of Kelaniya. Prof. Sudath 

Kalingamudali, the Dean, Faculty of Science; Prof. Madawa 

Chandratilake, the Dean, Faculty of Medicine; Dr. Chamli 

Pushpakumara, the Dean, Faculty of Computing and 

Technology participated in the event as invitees. Fifty six 

current ULA members and several retired ULA members 

participated in the inaugural session.  

 

 

 

Dr. W.M.T.D. Ranasinghe, the President of ULA, 2022/23, 

delivered the welcome speech. The Vice Chancellor, 

University of Kelaniya and Dr. C. C. Jayasundara, the 

Librarian, University of Kelaniya addressed the gathering. 

Ms. M. P. L. R. Marasinghe, General Secretary of ULA 

2022/23, concluded the inaugural session of the AGM with 

a vote of thanks.  
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The ULA Annual Research and Innovation Awards were 

awarded at the AGM. The Best Research Paper Award for 

Senior Researchers and Junior Researchers was awarded to 

Ms. M. P. L. R. Marasinghe, Senior Assistant Librarian, 

University of Kelaniya and Mr. J. A. Ajith, Senior Assistant 

Librarian, University of Ruhuna, respectively, for the year 

2023. 

 

ULA Publications: Journal of the University Librarians 

Association of Sri Lanka (JULA), Vol. 26, Issue no. 02 and the 

biography of former librarians were launched at the AGM by 

Dr. Achala Ranaweera, the Editor of JULA and Ms. Thanuja 

Ranawella, the compiler of the biography respectively. 

 

After the inaugural session of the AGM, the formal AGM was 

conducted, and finally, the office bearers for EXCO in 2023/24 

were nominated. The President, General Secretary, Treasurer,  

Editor, Vice President, Assistant Secretary, Training Officer and 

Webmaster for the year 2023/24 were nominated, and they are 

Dr. (Ms.) M. M. Mashroofa, Mr M. C. M. Azwer, Mr S. L. 

Mohammed Sajeer, Mr A. M. Nahfees, Dr. S.K.Illangaratne, Mrs. 

W.M.P.G.K.T. Wanasinghe, Dr. (Mrs.) D.N.T.Gunawardhana, and 

Mr. J.A. Ajith respectively. 
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13th International Conference of University Librarians Association (ICULA 2023) 

The 13th International Conference of University Librarians Association (ICULA 2023) was held on 26th October 

нлно ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻǘŜƭ aǘΦ [ŀǾŀƴƛŀ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻƳōƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ά¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέΦ 

Eng. (Dr.) Udeni Wickramasinghe, Chairman of the Tertiary and Vocational Education Commission (TVEC) of Sri 

Lanka graced the inaugural session of the ICULA 2023 as the Chief Guest. The Keynote Speech on the topic of 

ά5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ {ŜƴƛƻǊ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ YΦ tΦ 

Hewagamage, University of Colombo School of Computing (UCSC). The conference had three (03) technical 

sessions with carefully selected thirteen (13) papers including full papers and extended abstracts. 

 

The first technical ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ŀƴŘ 5ǊΦ tǊŀǎŀƴƴŀ 

Ranaweera, Senior Lecturer of NILIS, University of Colombo chaired the session. The second technical session was 

ƻƴ ά!LΣ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎέ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƛǊŜŘ ōȅ 5ǊΦ όaǊǎΦύ aΦ aΦ aŀǎƘǊƻƻŦŀΣ {ŜƴƛƻǊ 

Assistant Librarian, South Eastern University of Sri Lanka. The third technical ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 

ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ 5ǊΦ ²ΦWΦ WŜȅŜǊŀj, Librarian, Eastern University Sri Lanka chaired the session. 

Over 100 participants representing various sectors such as academic libraries, research libraries, national libraries, 

as well as LIS education attended the conference. 
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Ms. A. P. UΦ 5Ŝ {ƛƭǾŀ ŀƴŘ aǎΦ .Φ DΦ {Φ tΦ ²ƛƳŀƭŀǎƛǊƛ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŜƭŀƴƛȅŀ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.Ŝǎǘ tŀǇŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘΩ 

ǿƘƛƭŜ aǊΦ .Φ 9Φ {Φ .ŀƴŘŀǊŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜǊŀŘŜƴƛȅŀ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.Ŝǎǘ tŀǇŜǊ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘΩ ƻŦ L/¦[! нлноΦ  

 

Dr. W. M. T. D. Ranasinghe, President of ULA, served as the Chairperson of the conference. Dr. (Mrs.) D. N. T. 

Gunawardhana and Mr. S. Santharooban were the conference Co-Secretaries. Mrs. T.M. Seneviratne served as 

the Editor-in-Chief of ICULA Proceedings 2023. Dr. C. C. Jayasundara, Librarian, University of Kelaniya and Dr. W. 

J. Jeyaraj, Librarian, Eastern University Sri Lanka were the conference advisors. 
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Registration Desk 

 

Head table 

 

Keynote speech 

 

Some participants 
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Token of Appreciation to the Chief Guest 

 

Token of Appreciation to the Keynote Speaker 

 

Launching ICULA 2023 Proceedings (i) 

 

Launching ICULA 2023 Proceedings (ii) 

 

Q&A Session 

 

Best Paper Award 
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ICULA 2023 Organizing Committee 
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Best Paper Presenter Award  

Some Participants_ICULA 2023 
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  The Multidisciplinary Desk Research Conference (DRC) ς University of Kelaniya 

ς 2023 
The first-ever Multidisciplinary Desk Research Conference in 

Asia organized by the Library of the University of Kelaniya was 

held on the 6th of December 2023 at the Faculty of Commerce 

and Management Studies, University of Kelaniya. The 

conference aimed to raise the profiles of research studies 

derived from secondary sources. 

The conference covered a spectrum of disciplines, including Arts 

and Humanities, Commerce and Management Studies, Science, 

Technology, Medicine, and Social Sciences. Each discipline 

featured a leading paper delivered by an eminent subject 

expert, complemented by over 75 scholarly research papers 

presented by esteemed academic staff members and 

postgraduate students. 

 

Noteworthy keynote speakers include Emeritus Professor 

Ariyarathna Kaluarachchi, former Vice Chancellor of Visual and 

Performing Arts; Senior Professor D. W. R. K. Somadeva from 

the Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of 

Kelaniya; Professor Senaka Rajapakse, Director of the 

Postgraduate Institute of Medicine, University of Colombo; and 

Professor Anuradhani Kasthuriratne from the Faculty of 

Medicine, University of Kelaniya. 
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The conference was graced by the esteemed presence of the Vice 

Chancellor of the University of Kelaniya, Senior Professor Nilanthi De 

Silva, serving as the Chief Guest. The Librarian, Dr. C.C. Jayasundara, 

the Staff of the Library, the Deans of the Faculties, Heads of the 

Departments, and Academic Staff representing all the Faculties of the 

University of Kelaniya graced the conference as guests of honour. 
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.ƻƻƪ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴǎ 

 

hǾŜǊ мрлΣллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ 

 

.ƻƻƪ ¢ŀƭƪǎ 

 

/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎ ±ƛŜǿ 

The Founder's Day and Open Day events on October 24th and 

25th, 2023 marked a significant milestone for the SEUSL Libraries. 

The dedication and contributions of staff have played a vital role 

in the success of this events. The SEUSL Libraries have organized 

various programs, including book exhibitions and festival, book 

talks session, museum viewings, and book fairs.  

Over 150,000 people attended, excited to see the unique 

collections and programmes. The following events have been 

successfully conducted.  

1. Journey through Knowledge: A Book Expo 

This expo showcased a diverse array of themes and exhibitions of 

books which included Exploration of Islam and the Muslim 

Community in Sri Lanka.  

02. Cultural Museum to the Public View 

This programme aimed to raise awareness among the public, 

inspiring them to take interest in preserving our heritage. We also 

encouraged them to contribute by donating such materials to the 

museum. 

03. Book Talks 

A series of the following 4 BOOK TALKS with the aim of promoting 

a culture of reading and introducing world-renowned literature. 

Additionally, these sessions were designed to encourage aspiring 

writers, providing them with motivation and training to create 

such literature.  

I. The first BOOK TALK took place on the 24th of October. 

2023, focusing on "Seven Moons of Maali Al Meida" 

written by a Sri Lankan Author  Shehan Karunatilake, the 

recipient of the "Booker Prize-2022." 

II. The Second book talk was conducted on the 25th of 

October, 2023, about the book Titled as "Exploring Sri 

Lankan Muslims : Selected writings of MMM. Mahroof," 

edited by Prof. MLA. Cader, the founder Vice Chancellor 

of the South Eastern University of Sri Lanka. 

III. Third event was introduction of the works of Svami 

Vipulanandar who is recognized as the world's first Tamil 

Professor. His writings and contributions were highlighted 

during the third event. 

IV. The fourth book talk featured the introduction of the major 

Islamic Tamil Epic, "Seerappuranam," on ñUmar is an 

allegory in Seerappuranamò. 

 

University Open Day: South Eastern University of Sri Lanka (SEUSL) 
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hǇŜƴ 5ŀȅ .ƻƻƪ ŦŀƛǊ 

 

¢ǊŜŜ tƭŀƴǝƴƎ 

05. Open Day Book fair 

The book fair provided a lively place where people 

could find a variety of books and stationery. 

Bookshops like Islamic Book House, Samudra, and 

Fathima Books from Colombo came, and offered 

lots of options at discounted prices.  

06. Tree Planting  

SEUSL Libraries planted various shade trees and tropical 

fruit trees in the vicinity of the Library building under 

the Green Library project.  

  

Exposure Study Visit to SEUSL Library  

Library staff of Eastern University, Sri Lanka has visited 

SEUSL Library on 21st of October, 2023. The aim of the 

exposure visit is to provide participants with a 

comprehensive understanding of library operations 

and resources available in the SEUSL libraries. Dr. W.J. 

Jeyaraj, Librarian of Eastern University, Sri Lanka has 

lead the team. A fruitful brainstorming session was 

conducted by Mr. M.M. Rifaudeen, Librarian of South 

Eastern University of Sri Lanka and and his team. 
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Pre-conference workshop on ñAI and the Future Library: 

Reshaping Universities in the New Ageò - SUSL Library  

An online pre-conference workshop was organized by the library, 

SUSL in collaboration with the IEEE Student Branch of SUSL on 

18th October 2023 from 9.00 am -11.00 am by Mr. M.A. Kasun 

Munsinghe, Interactive Media Librarian, (Assistant Librarian), 

University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka. This event was in parallel to the 

9th International Conference of Sabaragamuwa University of Sri 

Lanka to explore the transformative potential of artificial 

intelligence in the realm of libraries and higher education. By 

focusing on the future role of libraries and universities, the workshop 

aims to identify innovative ways in which AI can be leveraged to 

enhance learning, research, and knowledge dissemination. The 

workshop seeks to foster discussions, share insights, and develop 

strategies to ensure that universities are equipped to navigate the 

evolving landscape of information and technology, 

thereby reshaping and adapting to the needs of the new 

age. 
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Plazz Café Project of SUSL library  
 

Plazz café is a new project introduced 

by the library/SUSL in collaboration 

with the Department of Social 

Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences 

and Languages/SUSL to make an 

open discussion among the SUSL 

community. The 2nd event of Plazz 

Café Project: Hithak langa nathara 

wena pothak organized by the library 

in collaboration with the Department 

of Social Sciences, Faculty of Social 

Sciences and Languages, 

Sabaragamuwa University of Sri 

Lanka on 05th October 2023, at 3.00 

pm, at the Prof. Dayananda 

Somasundara auditorium, 

Sabaragamuwa University of Sri 

Lanka. The impressive thoughts by 

Professor Liyanage Amarakeerthi 

from the University of Peradeniya 

gave an insight into the scholarly 

discussion on the book review of his 

novel ñKurulu Hadawathaò.  
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