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Feature Article

One-stop Login for Library Services

Nimal Hettiarachchi

Librarian (Acting)
University of Ruhuna

Introduction

The Library of the University of Ruhuna (https://lib.ruh.ac.lk) fully automated its functions and
services using an open-source software, Kohain 2003 becoming the pioneering open-source library

management system in the country.

Currently, the library system offers a variety of online services including Open Access Catalogue
(OPAC), e-resources such as subscription based full-text databases, e-books, institutional
repository which contains theses and dissertations, conference proceedings etc. Except for OPAC
search, all the other services are authentication-based services where patrons must login to the
system providing their credentials (user ID and password) to access them. Moreover, additional
features of OPAC such as renewing loans, viewing fines, reserving items, viewing borrowing history,
making lists from searchresults, making purchase suggestions, and adding a reader’s review to a
title canbe identified as some authentication-based services.

Further, the users must provide separate authentications to access each of these different services.

As an example, OPAC login cannotbe used to access institutional repository or licensed databases.

Current Situation

The lack of unified access credential is a disadvantage as patrons have to remember a number of
credentials (usernames and passwords) to access the library online services discouraging users to
do so.Realizing this shortcoming, it is essential to remove multiple authentication credentials and
establish a single authentication (login) credential to access all online services and thereby enhance
user experience. Since single authentication allows patrons to navigate seamlessly between various

library online services, it helps patrons to take the full advantage of the online services offered.
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Therefore, the library initiated a projectto implement a single authentication credentials for library
online services and started working on stage-by-stage basis in 2021. This article highlights the
features experienced in the first stage of the projectin establishing single authentication credential
for the OPAC services in the University of Ruhuna. The experiences sharing will be useful for those

who use Koha for their library OPACs and facing the same authentication issue.

Process of ImplementingSingle Authentication Credentials - Single Sign-On (SSO)

SSO is an authentication method that allows users to access multiple applications by signing into
a single account. As an example, by signing into Gmail, a user will have access to its various other

applications such as Google docs, Google maps etc.

Easy authentication and fewer passwords to remember are the most prominent benefits of SSO,
and it also allows centralized control of user access, enforce better password policies, eliminate
password fatigue, reduce unsafe password saving strategies, lessens the password phishing,
reduce IT helpdesk calls (Smallcombe, 2020; Teravainen, 2021), thus SSO can increase operational

efficiency throughout the organization.

If SSO is established in the library environment, users can access all its online resources and
services (Eg. E-Journals, E-books, Zoom, WI-FI, all OPAC features) by using a single authentication
(i.e., username and a password) without having password and username for login to each one
separately. In other words, SSO simplifies and enhances the user experience of library online

services.

Koha, the software used to develop ISURu (Information System of University of Ruhuna) offers
several external authentication services to the patrons to access the system such as Google's OAuth
2.0 with OpenlD, Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (LDAP, Central Authentication System
(CAS), Ebsco EDS/Open Athens, Security Assertion Markup Language (SAML) 2.0, and Shibboleth.
Since the University of Ruhuna provides an e-mail account via G Suite for students as well as all
staff, it was decided to use Google Identity service to establish SSO for the library online services.
Using Google OpenID authentication service, library successfully integrated SSO to ISURu in the

year 2021 for the first time in Sri Lanka in the University system.

Process of Execution - Google OpenlID Connect

Google Identity Service supports OAuth 2.0 and OpenID Connect (OIDC) protocol to verify the
identity of a user by federating the authentication. OAuth 2.0 is an open standard for authorization.
It provides secure access for an application to a resource on behalf of the resource owner. OAuth
2.0 can be used with web, desktop, and mobile applications (Introduction to OAuth 2.0, 2021).
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OpenID Connect is a simple identity layer, which is built on top of the OAuth 2.0 protocol

(Introduction to OAuth 2.0, 2021). Google OIDC provides SSO service when a user signs into Gmail.
It offers SSO services that make it simple, secure, and reliable for users to log in and for

administrators to manage users across the organization. It is possible to create different

credentials for different web and Android applications using the Google Identity Service.

Configuration of Google OpenID Connectwith Koha

By following the steps shown below, it was configured google OpenID connect with the Koha

system. The steps taken to configure Google OpenID with Koha are demonstrated in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Process Map

Logged in to the Gmail account which is
using in Koha as Admin

Koha Admin Email Address.

Accessed Google Identity and Access
Management API Page

Enabled Gl and API

Accessed Credentials Page to Create
Credentials

Added path to Authorized Redirect URIs

https://opac.lib.ruh.ac.lk/cgi-
bin/koha/svc/auth/googleopenidconnect

Received Client ID (CID) and
Client Secret (CS)

Enable Google Open ID Connect

Visited to the Google Developers Console to get
OAuth 2.0 credentials

Client ID and Client Secret

Created a New Project

Project Name and Organization Domain

Selected Application Type

Web application

Added OPAC Base URL into Authorized
JavaScript origins value

https://opac.lib.ruh.ac.lk

Accessed Global System Preferences

Koha home > Administration > Global System Preferences >
Administration

Pasted CID and CS values into

GoogleOAuth2ClientID and GoogleOAuth2ClientSecret
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Figure 2 shows that the client ID and client secret received from Google after adding the path to
authorized redirect URIs. Figure 3 displays the screen appears once access to the global system

preferences in the Koha system after receiving the client ID and client secrets from Google.

Figure 2: Client ID and Client Figure 3: The GoogleOAuth2ClientID, GoogleOAuth2ClientSecret
Secret and GoogleOpenl Connect
X v m @ a n Py You searched for: open

Acquisitions preferences
= Polley

[ 1]

Prefarence - Value

Client ID

Administration preferences

= Google OpenlD Connect
Fretemnes

Cliend secrn| t
Creation date

Transformation

The e-mail accounts provided by the University of Ruhuna to its staff and students could be used
as the e-mail addresses of the patrons' accounts in the ISURu. This allowed them to maintain a
single user ID and password between the two systems of Gmail and ISURu. Thus, SSO for library
OPAC services was successfully achieved.

References

Introduction to QOAuth 2.0: OpenID connect—R&D  solutions. (2021). https://rnd-
solutions.net/2015/04/28/introduction-to-oauth-2-0-openid-connect/

Koha 20.11 manual (en)—Koha Manual 20.11 documentation. (2021). Retrieved August 2, 2021,
from https://koha-community.org/manual/20.11/en/html/index.html

Sign in with Google. (2021). Google Developers. Retrieved August 2, 2021, from
https://developers.google.com/identity/gsi/web

Smallcombe, M. (2020). The benefits of Single Sign-On authentication. Xplenty.
https://www.xplenty.com/blog/benefits-single-sign-on-authentication/

Teravainen, T. (2021). What is Single Sign-On (SS0O) and how does it work? SearchSecurity.

https://searchsecurity.techtarget.com/definition/single-sign-on

© Newsletter of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka
e-Version of ULA Newsletter is available at http://slula.org/index.php/publications/newsletter




UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

JANUARY-MARCH 2021

Special Events

11" International Conference of University Librarians
Association of Sri Lanka (ICULA 2021)

“Scholarly Publishing and Open Access for the Enhancement of Research Visibility”

Eleventh annual International Conference of
University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka
was held in grandeur manner virtually, on 22™
of September 2021. The

commenced with an introductory video about

conference

University Librarians Association, and
auspiciously by lighting the traditional oil
lamp. MAJOR GENERAL MP PEIRIS RWP RSP
VSV USP ndc psc MPhil, the Vice-Chancellor of
General Sir John Kotelawala Defence
University  graced the occasion by
participating as the Chief Guest. Mrs. Barbara
Lison, President of International Federation of
Library Associations and Institutions, Mr.
Jeevan Thiaagarajah, Chairman, Centre for
Humanitarian Affairs, and Dr. (Mrs.) Pradeepa
Wijetunge, Director, National Institute for
Library & Information Science, University of

Colombo delivered the keynote addresses.

ICULA 2021 Inauguration Ceremony

Play (k)

P P % 3109/2:1419

The Conference Chair, Dr. Chammika

Mallawaarachchi, President University
Librarians Association delivered the welcome

address.

Chief Guest, MAJOR GENERAL MP PEIRIS RWP
RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil, highlighted the
significance of scholarly publishing to
academicians, and selecting quality journals
as publishing outlets. He further stated the
importance of open access publishing in
research visibility of the individual
researchers as well as institutions, especially
to position the universities in webometric

ranking.

ICULA 2021 Inauguration Ceremony

Keynote Speaker, Mrs. Barbara Lison
addressed how the International Federation
of Library Associations & Institutions (IFLA)
libraries &

professionals and associations across the

supports Information
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world. She ensured that IFLA supports
Academic & Research Libraries towards
research, library advocacy programmes and

access to information.

ICULA 2021 Inaugugjatiqn qeremor!y

> P % 04472439

Mr. Jeevan Thiaagarajah, Chairman, Centre for
Affairs,

gathering, emphasized avoiding predatory

Humanitarian addressing  the

journals as publishing outlets. Furthermore,

he ensured the impact of open access
publishing.

ICULA“ZCIAZ'I( Iqa’u, uration Geremany.

22 SEPTEMBER 2021

Exit full screen (f)

© @ & I

Dr. (Mrs) Pradeepa Wijetunge delivered her
keynote speech emphasizing the three
keywords, ‘scholarly publishing’, ‘open
access’ and ‘research visibility’. She brought
forward from historical to current practices
and the essence of integrating these three
aspects in research and publishing activities.
She further mentioned the importance of

open access in research visibility and

guration Ceremony
IWYINTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS ASSOCIATION OF SR LAN

requested the participants to be cautious in
selecting quality open access journals, as
predatory and vanity publishers are
tremendously growing. The e-Proceeding of
ICULA 2021 was also virtually launched. The
inaugural session winded up, which was

followed by two parallel technical sessions.

There were thirteen research papers of
national, and international researchers from
Pakistan and India. These two technical
sessions were very interesting and interactive.
At the end, a plenary session was conducted.
Three eminent scholars in Library &
Science, Dr. (Mrs.) N.

Wijayasundara, Librarian, University of Sri

Information

Jayewardenepura, Dr. C.C. Jayasundara,
Librarian, University of Kelaniya and Dr.
Namali Suraweera, Senior Lecturer,
Department of Library & Information Science,
University of Kelaniya took part as the plenary

speakers.
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Mr. MN. Ravikumar, Senior Assistant
Librarian, Eastern University, Sri Lanka,

moderated this session.

ICULA 2021 Inauguration Ceremony ° -
| L'i,_l." N™INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

s 2021 . “Scholarly Publishing & Open Access for the Enhancement of Research Visibility™

22 SEPTEMBER 2021 COLOMBO, SRI LANKA

Conference secretary Dr. Mohamed Majeed
Mashroofa, Senior Assistant Librarian of the
South Eastern University of Sri Lanka
proposed the vote of thanks. She expressed
that the success of the conference depends on
the dedications of Mr. A.D.B. Kumara, Co-
chair of the Web & Technical Committee, Mrs.

Schuldrl) pubhshmg and op
access for the enhancement
nf research V'lSlb].llEy

® Ui ity ot s

| unilmﬁmm&.mgm [RITEUGT] SHEDIDOIET
&gﬁmsg& ELI|H.|EI| ulmlilrli'.

University Librarans
International Conference University Librarians

International Conference

K.H.T.Abeysekera,
Publications
Ilangaratne, Co-Chair, Sponsorship, Dr. R.D.
Ananda Tissa, Co-Chair Finance, Co-
secretaries Mr. V. Alagaratham & Mrs. M.P.

Co-chair of the

Committee, Dr. Saman

Rajapaksha, members of the Web & Technical
Committee, members of the Advisory
Committee and the Executive Committee of
the University Librarians Association of Sri

Lanka.

The 11th international conference ended with
pride and dignity, and the participants were
enriched with good practices, knowledge and
wisdom. There is no doubt that this
international conference would pave way to
boost the research productivity and research
impacts of the scholarly publications of Sri
Lankan Universities in future.

© Newsletter of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka
e-Version of ULA Newsletter is available at http://slula.org/index.php/publications/newsletter



UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA JANUARY-MARCH 2021

Capacity Building Workshop on Developing Websites

University Librarians Associations of Sri
Lanka (ULA) successfully conducted “Capacity
building workshop on developing websites”
on 17th and 18th of August 2021 via Zoom
for ULA members. The resource person for
this programme was venerable Deyindara
Pannananda Thero, Assistant Librarian of the

University of Kelaniya.

Twenty-two ULA members attended this

workshop. Developing websites using content

"" University Librarians Association
UIA/’\E of Sri Lanka

ULA Training

Capacity Building workshop
on develop a website for
ULA members

- Joomia, WordPress
« Backup, Hosting and Publishing

Objectives
To enhance

For Registr ps://arge.page link/gfz11

Contact ULA Training Officer  [w] 33 (=]
e nasinghe &
B i Lanka [GES

wiaskik/

management system (CMS) was taught during
the session, and participant were well
educated about the latest technology used in

websites.

Capacity Building Workshop on

D, r‘ g the Wi

Deep web

)

“Your work is going to fill a large part of your life, and the only way to
be truly satisfied is to do what you believe is great work. And the only
way to do great work is to love what you do. If you have not found it yet,
keep looking. Do not settle. As with all matters of the heart, you will

know when you find it”

- Steve Jobs )
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Achievements and Awards

An Award-Winning Research Publication by Ms. Theja Kuruppu
Arachchi

An award-winning research publication by Ms
Theja Kuruppu Arachchi, Senior Assistant

Librarian of the University of Ruhuna was

published as part of Ms. Kuruppu Arachchi’s IFIP TC13
. . . Interaction Design for
Ph.D. research project, which was carried out International Development Award
at the Queensland University of Technology,
Award Committee (WG13.8):
in C Ollab Orauon Wlth the UanQrSlty Of — José Abdelnour Nocera, Andy Dearden, Arthi Manohar,

Colombo.
Award Ceremony of INTERACT2021 in Bari,
.i‘:i:;faﬁ:iﬁgi:t.'ﬂe, Italy, recognizing Ms. Kuruppu Arachchi’s

(3]

research output as the most outstanding

contribution to the application of interactive

The IFIP TC13 Interaction Design for International h &

Development Award is associated with each INTERACT # & - .
Conference, and is o recognize the most outstanding systems for the social and economic
contribution to the application of interactive systems

for social and economic development of people in development of people in developj_ng
developing countries, in the form of a refereed paper

submitted to and delivered at the Conference.

countries.

The publication was in the form of a full et ’J Tt
International D Award o
paper. It was presented at the INTERACT2021 = e
conference. “LIFT: an eLearning Introduction “LIFT: an eLearning Introduction to Web Search for Young B
) Adults with Intellectual Disability in Sri Lanka” 1 ¥
to Web Search for Young Adults with by

Theja Kuruppu Arachchi, Laurianne Sitbon, linglan Zhang,
Ruwan Gamage, and Priyantha Hewagamage

Intellectual Disability in Sri Lanka” and was
awarded the IFIP TC13 Interaction Design for

International Development Award at the

Staff Promotion
Ms. Nadeeka Sanjeewani University of Kelaniya was promoted to Senior
Rathnabahu attached to Lecturer- Grade 1.

the Department of Library

and Information Science,

,A\ Faculty of Social Sciences,
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Achieving Level 2 of Strategic Relationships, Toastmasters
International in Public Speaking

Ms. Nadeeka Sanjeewani Rathnabahu, Senior

Lecturer of the Department of Library and Tonemmastens T prosents his

p Y PAIT!'!WAYS CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION
Information Science, University of Kelaniya
successfully achieved the Level 2 of Strategic ARSI
Relationships, Toastmasters International in e Alpot P Ot

Public Speaking.

The Open University Library Developed a Meeting Archival
System

The role of the academic librarian towards Library provided an innovative solution by
university development activities is vital, and developing a digital meeting minutes archival
s/he cannot avoid the responsibility of ,
supporting document management in
own/parent organization. On average,
universities in Sri Lanka hold more than 80
meetings and accumulate and maintain more

than 1000 documents monthly.

system. Mr. Harsha Balasooriya, Senior
Assistant Librarian (System) led the projectto
achieve its success. Currently, the OUSL
library conducts training programs for
administrative officers of the OUSL to guide
them to adopt the new system. The OUSL is

expected to share their experiences with other

universities in Sri Lanka, and a few

This makes the preservation of those . o
p universities have already requested the

documents a challenge for every university.
The Open University of Sri Lanka (OUSL)

service from the OUSL.
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Academie Contribution

Contribution as Resource Persons

Panelist in Clarivate South Asia’s Librarian Forum 2021

Dr. Nayana Wijayasundara, the Librarian of
the University of Sri Jayewardenepura took
part as a panelist of the Clarivate South Asia’s
Librarian Forum 2021which was held on 9th
of September 2021. Clarivate is a global leader
in providing trusted insights and analytics to
accelerate the pace of innovation. Their
vision is to improve the way the world creates,
protects and advances innovation. Web of
Scienceis a product of Clarivate.

The aforesaid forum was organized on the
theme “Role of the librarians in promoting
research integrity and overall institutional
profile”. This forum was a part of Clarivate’s
ongoing efforts to engage with the library

Invited Speech on Digital Libraries

.e.
&
e

e
P
e

13 Clarivate”

community as one of the key stakeholders in
the research lifecycle of institutions across

the country.

The Librarian forum highlighted the best
practices in the field and keyrole of librarians
in promoting research integrity and overall

institutional profile.

Dr. Nayana Wijayasundara delivered an
invited speech on “Digital Libraries” at the
‘International Conference on New Trends and
Technologies in Digital Libraries’ organized
by Sadhu Vaswani Institute of Management
Studies for Girls, Pune, India which was held

virtually on 23" of September 2021.

Online Library Orientations During the Pandemic Situation

This year, University of Moratuwa Library

faced a challenge in conducting library

orientation programmes due to prevailing

pandemic situation. All the library orientation
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programmes for four faculties were
conducted online starting from month of July.
Freshers of the Faculty of Engineering were
able to receive knowledge on library, OPAC, e-
resources, referencing and plagiarism and

finally brainstorming session within four

Session Chairat ICULA-2021

(A 1SYLA BTy

s Py P

Dihani Munasinghe, Senior Assistant Libr...

weeks. Senior Assistant Librarians, Mr.Nishan
Punchihewa, Mr. Anura Kiriella, Mr. Buddhin
Kumara, Mrs. Nayani Gunawardane and Mrs.
Upeksha Kodithuwakku had the opportunity
to serve the students.

Mrs. M. P. P. Dilhani contributed as one of the
Chairpersons on an academic session at the
International Conference of University
Librarians Association of Sri Lanka (ICULA
2021) held virtually on September 22, 2021.

Workshop on Digital Literacy in Archaeology

Ms. Nadeeka Sanjeewani Rathnabahu, Senior
Lecturer of the Department of Library and
Information Science, University of Kelaniya
participated as a resource person in the online
workshop on

“Digital Literacy in

Archaeology”, Conducted by the Department

Workshop on MENDELEY

Mrs. Shirani Ranasinghe, Deputy Librarian
served as the resource person in an online

workshop on ‘MENDELEY: Make your research
life easier with MENDELEY’ held on 22nd of

Workshop on Systematic Reviews

Mrs. Shirani Ranasinghe, Deputy Librarian
conducted a session on ‘Systematic reviews: A
How to Guide’ on 4™ of July 2021. The
workshop was organized by the Staff

of Archaeology,

o omet B el ek

el afmeo

held in parallel
to the National
Archeology Day,
on 4% of July
2021.

September 2021. The workshop was
organized by the Department of ICT of the
Faculty of Technology, University of Sri

Jayewardenepura.

Development Center of the Faculty of Medical
Sciences of the University of Sri

Jayewardenepura.
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Community Qutreach

Health Informatics Promotion Project on COVID-19

The Association for Information Science and
Technology (ASIS&T, USA) granted the ASIS&T
Special Project Fund to the ASIS&T South Asia
Chapter for the year 2021-22 on the project
‘Dealing with COVID-19 and saving people’s
lives in South Asia (SA) areas & beyond - A
health informatics promotion project’. Ms.
Prasadi Kanchana Jayasekara, Senior
Assistant Librarian of the University of
Ruhuna, is engaged in the project team as a
co-investigator from Sri Lanka, along with the
members from five countries representing
both Asia Pacific and South Asia regions. The
project is being led by Bhakti Gala, Chair,
ASIS&T  South Asia

University of Gujarat, India), with a team of

Chapter (Central

members, including

1. Sam Chu (The University of Hong Kong,
Hong Kong)

2. Md. Anwarul Islam (University of Dhaka,
Bangladesh)

3. Syeda Hina Batool (University of the
Punjab, Pakistan)

4. Helen Chan (The University of Hong Kong,
Hong Kong)

5. Raj Kumar Bhardwaj (Central University of
Punjab, India)

6. Manika Lamba (University of Delhi, India)

7. Prasadi Kanchana Jayasekara (University

of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka)

The Chapter has set up a YouTube channel to
host multilingual videos for disseminating
awareness on a variety of topics on COVID-19
in the South Asia region. This is a
collaborative project with the Asia Pacific
Chapter and European Chapter to bring their
experiences in dealing with similar viruses in
the past. This channel aims to help in fighting
misinformation and disinformation regarding
COVID-19 by citing accurate and reliable

sources of information.

The goals of this health informatics project

are:

To spread awareness about COVID-19

issues and behaviour.

e To share the experience of countries who

have dealt with similar viruses.

e To help inform people by identifying
pertinent topics to deal with COVID-19,
highlighting the importance of reliable

and accurate information.

e To identify and share accurate and reliable

information from authoritative
information sources to fight
misinformation and disinformation

regarding COVID-19.
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e To expand the reach of these health
informational videos to people of different

linguistic abilities.

@ st BEAG @mdnd ' ’b eniBd eximn
oh

. ca emeon
3 owd
s
| 2
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accines ) 3
yths about COVID-19 i |

Through these videos, the Chapter aims at
reaching out to the masses in the South Asia
region which is highly impacted by COVID-19.
The overall objective is to create awareness of
many aspects of COVID-19 and to help in
creating videos that act as MythBusters. The
topics of the videos will provide accurate &
reliable information, thereby helping to fight
misinformation and disinformation regarding
COVID-19. A total of 10 videos on a wide
range of topics related to COVID-19 such as
‘Myths about COVID-19 vaccines’; ‘Stay safe

from COVID-19 without or before vaccination’;

‘Vaccine Facts: All you need to know about
them’; ‘Myths about COVID-19’ and many
more are to be added. These multilingual
videos are available in English, Sinhala, Hindi,
Urdu, and Bangla. Only one major language
from each country was selected for
translation, where the project members did

the translation.

As an extension of this project, the project
team collaborated with The University of
Hong Kong, Academy 22 Education for All
Company Limited (NPO), and ASIS&T - Africa
Chapter to organize a creative digital story
writing competition for primary and
secondary school children in the South Asia
region. This competition aims to capture the
experiences of children during COVID-19. In
order to provide the proper training required
for the creative digital story writing
competition, the project will also organize a

series of workshops for school children.

Participated as Installation Officer at Eminentium '21

Officer

Ceremony of the Gavel Club of University of

Eminentium 21- Installation
Sri Jayewardenepra was held virtually on 29th
2021. Dr.
Wijayasundara being the President of J'Pura

of September Nayana
Toastmasters Club, was the Installation
Officer of the ceremony which was held
virtually.
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School Library Development Project

Ms. Nadeeka Sanjeewani Rathnabahu, Senior
Lecturer of the Department of Library and
Information Science, University of Kelaniya
participated as a resource person to the
development of R/B/Karagasthalawa Primary
School library

development project,

Karagasthalawa, Belohuloya via Zoom

technology on 20th of August 2021.
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Participating in the “Liyapehasaraniya” Radio Programme

Ms. Nadeeka Sanjeewani Rathnabahu, Senior

Lecturer of the Department of Library and

Information Science, University of Kelaniya
participated in the “Liyapehasaraniya” radio
programme on the topic of cultivating the
habit of reading, organized by the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation on 20" of April
2021.

(Link:https://www.facebook.com/swadeshiya
sevaya/videos/1383294862023870)

MOU with Homagama Local Government

The library of the Open University of Sri Lanka
(OUSL) is engaged in a new project of
automating 05 public libraries of the

Homagama local government under the

* pmlEros padBo menal)
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theme of “Our Public Libraries-Homagama”.
The project's primary purpose is to develop
ICT infrastructure and automate all public

libraries using Koha Open Source LMS.

This makes a remarkable benchmark to the
public library automation history of Sri Lanka
as project involves automating all public
libraries simultaneously from the same local
government. The project is funded by the

Homagama local government under the
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leadership of the Chairman of the local
authority, Mr. Sampath Jayasinghe. The
project is managed by the Consultancy and
External Resources Centre (CERC) of the Open
University. Mr. A. H. K. Balasooriya, System
Librarian is leading the project. It is expected
to be completed successfully within the first
quarter of 2022. The Open University Library
has supported to automate more than 70
public libraries using Open-Source Software-
Koha through CERC.

Consultancy and External Resources Centre (CERC) Projects of

the OUSL Library

The Library of the Open University of Sri
Lanka (OUSL) continuously contributes to the
national development through CERC projects.
The library carries out projects for different
external communities and organizations of

Sri Lanka for wuplifting their current

conditions, developing ICT infrastructure,
and staff developments. Mrs. Irosha
Marasinghe,  Assistant Librarian was
appointed as the Coordinator of the Library
CERC projects with effect from 015 of October

2021.

Automating the Buddhist and Pali University Library

Buddhist and Pali University (BPU) library
joined with Open University of Sri Lanka
(OUSL) for automating their library services
with Open-Source Koha Library Management
System (LMS). The project was successfully
completed and the inaugural opening
ceremony was held on 29" of September 2021
in the Main Library premises in Homagama.
The ceremony was held with the participation
of a small number of gathering due to the
prevailing COVID-19 restrictions of the

country.

The Vice-Chancellor of the BPU, Ven. Prof.
Neluwe Sumanawansa Thero, the Vice-
Chancellor of the OUSL, Prof. PMC
Thilakarathne, Deans of the Faculties of BPU,

Senior Assistant Librarian of BPU, Ms. Manori
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Samarakoon, Senior Assistant Librarian of
OUSL, Ms. Damayanthi Gunasekera, Project
Leader from OUSL, Mr. Harsha Balasooriya
and the staff members participated to grace

the event.

The Open University has supported more than
70 institutes for automation with Open
Source LMS, and library automation with

KOHA software is considered a sustainable

mechanism for achieving higher standards

and efficiency for Sri Lankan Libraries.

Graduation of First Batch of BA Honors (LIS) in OUSL

The first batch of Bachelor of Arts Honors in
Library and Information Studies, offered
under the Department of Social Studies of the
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of

the OUSL, completed their degree programme.

Mrs. Damayanthi  Gunasekera, Senior
Assistant Librarian of The Open University Sri
Lanka was the coordinator of this degree

programme.

Research Contribution

Session to Enhance the Research Output in the University of Sri

Jayewardenepura

A full day session was conducted by the
academic staff members of Library of the
University of Sri Jayewardenepura on 14® of
August 2021 via Zoom for the students
enrolled in the Master’s Degree in Applied
Statistics.

The introduction to accessing library
resources and services during the pandemic
was delivered by the Assistant Librarian/
Reader Services, Ms. Nishaya Pathirana. The

first session of the programme was carried

out by Ms. J. G. Chandani, Senior Assistant
Librarian/ IT on the topic “Importance of
abstract and citation database: Searching in
Scopus database”. Second session was
conducted by Mr. Santha Angammana, Senior
Assistant Librarian/ IT on the topic, “Effective
searching of electronic databases available in
the library”. Dr. Manoja Samaradiwakara,
Librarian (Acting) conducted the third session
which was on “Referencing to avoid

plagiarism”. Final lecture was conducted by
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Mrs. Shirani Ranasinghe, Deputy Librarian on
the topic “Reference Management Tools: How
to work with Mendeley software”. The

programme was another successful event

accomplished by the academic staff of the US]
Library which was appreciated and valued by
postgraduate students participated in the

session.

Guiding Students Towards Research During the Pandemic

HANDLING INFORMATION

Nishan Punchih

The University of Moratuwa Library was able
to offer the support for the students who
were seeking information during pandemic.
Senior Assistant Librarians, Mr. Nishan
Punchihewa conducted the session on
“Plagiarism and Referencing” and Mrs.

Upeksha Kodithuwakku conducted the
session on “Literature Searching for
Research” for the undergraduate students of
Fashion Design and Product Development
(Level 1), Fashion Design (Level 3) and final
year students who follow the BIT (external)

degree programme.

Webinar on How to Avoid Plagiarism

The Library of the Postgraduate Institute of
Medicine of the University of Colombo
organized a Webinar on “How to Avoid
Plagiarism” for the PGIM trainers and trainees.
The webinar was held on 315 of August 2021
via Zoom. The resource person of the webinar
was Dr. Pandula Siribaddana, Senior Lecturer
of the Medical Education Resource Centre,
Postgraduate Institute of Medicine (PGIM),
University of Colombo. Mrs. M.P.P Dilhani,
Senior Assistant Librarian, PGIM and Mrs.
Chandima Wadasinghe, Senior Assistant

Librarian, PGIM, coordinated the event. The

Tutorial available at;

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIGEAW
KUMds

A
A
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Paper Presentation at ICULA-2021

Dr. (Ms.) R.A.A.S. Ranaweera, Senior Assistant
Librarian of the University of Kelaniya Library
presented a research paper titled "User Survey
on Online Library Resources and Services
during the Covid-19 Pandemic: A Case of
University of Kelaniya" at the 11"
International Conference of University
Librarians Association of Sri Lanka (ICULA),
held on 22" of September 2021. This is a joint
publication with Mrs. A.P.U. De Silva and Ms.

Paper Presentation at VICLIS-2021

Mr.AM.S. Angammana, Senior Assistant
Librarian and Mrs. C. Shirani Ranasinghe,
Deputy
Jayewardenepura presented a research paper

Librarian, = University = of  Sri
titled “Identifying scholarly communication
patterns citation analysis of Vidyodaya
Journal of Management during the period
from 2016 - 2020” at the Virtual International
Conference on Library and Information
Science’ (VICLIS-2021) organized by the Sri
Lanka Technological Campus (SLTC) in
collaboration with the Department of Library

& Information Science, University of Kelaniya,

A.S. Rubasinghe, Senior Assistant Librarians

attached to the library, University of Kelaniya.

[ l \ ICULH 11" INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS ASSOCIA E

= Schobarly Publizshing & Open Access for the Enhancement of Res:

User survey on online library resources
and services during the Covid-19 pandemic:

A Case of University of Kelaniya

R.AAS. Ranaweera

Senior Assistant Librarian
Library, University of Kelaniya
Paper ID : ICULA2021 R1

Sri Lanka; Department of Library Information

Sciences, Kerala University, India and National
Science Library & Resource Centre (NSLRC) of
National Science Foundation (NSF), Sri Lanka
on the 23rd of August 2021.

t VICLIS 2021
&

IDENTIFYING SCHOLARLY COMPMLUIMICATION
PATTERMS : CITATION ANALYSIS OF VIDYODAYA
JOURMNAL OF MANAGEMENT DURING THE PERIOD
FROM 2016- 2020
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(D “Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have

within you the strength, the patience, and the passion to reach for the
stars to change the world”

- Harriet Tubman
J
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Quality Assurance

Quality Assurance Unit of the OUSL Library

Quality of the service and user satisfaction is
the two interrelated and significant facets of
any Library. In view of that, the Library of the
Open University of Sri Lanka established a
Quality Assurance Unit of the Library to

enhance the quality of the functions and

procedures of the library. Mrs. K.M.R.K.
Amarasekara, Deputy Librarian, OUSL serves
as the coordinator of the Library Quality
Assurance Unit with effect from 24™ of
August 2021.

Student Support Services

“Living Books” Project at Library of the University of Moratuwa

Psychological Wellbeing
for Youth

University of Moratuwa Library opened the
doors for a new user-oriented service as
“Living Books” by breaking the ice of the
COVID pandemic season. Library announced
its first “Living Book”, Dr Ravindra Ranasinha,
PhD (Practitioner in Psychotherapy and
Dramatherapy) who conducted the session on
Youth”

“Psychological  Wellbeing for

accordingly. Students accessed the Living

Book via ZOOM on 22" of July 2021. There
were several activities, exercises, group
discussions and listening to  Music.
Participants got an opportunity to translate
their inner feelings on to a paper and reflect
on those. They acted (danced) to a given
musical phrase. Finally, it became a highly
interactive session. Students could access the
living book by leaving their subject related
text books away, making the program totally
an extracurricular activity. Mrs. Nayani
Gunawardhana, Senior Assistant Librarian
initiated and coordinated the “Living Books”
programme the advices and guidance of the

Librarian.

“l'have no special talent.l am only passionately curious”

- Albert Einstein
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Books Donation by the Assistant High Commissioner of India

Honorable Assistant High Commissioner of
India HE Raakesh Natraj J. visited the Uva
Wellassa University on 1%t of April 2021.
During the visit, he donated few books to the
University library. The donation programme
was coordinated by the library in
collaboration with the Audio-Visual Unit of
the University.

Collaboration in Organizing the International Conference

International Conference on Knowledge
Management in Higher Education Institutions
(ICKHI 2021) was organized by the Central
Library of Manipal University in collaboration
with the Library of Uva Wellassa University
during April 7-8, 2021 via zoom online

platform. Dr. T. Pratheepan, Senior Assistant

Librarian, Uva Wellassa University
contributed as the Conference Secretary. The
Technical sessions for 08 thematic areas were
conducted where more than 150 research
papers were presented from more than 11

countries including Sri Lanka.

Recognized as Proud Record Holder of "Asia Book of Records"

Dr. T. Pratheepan, Senior Assistant Librarian,
was recognized as one of the proud record-
holders for "Asia Book of Records" and “India
Book of Records” for the maximum number of
authors contributing to a book on Covid-19
and its impact. A total of 1,498 authors

worldwide contributed articles to the book

ATIA]

CERTUFPICALS
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titled 'COVID-19 AND ITS IMPACT' (ISBN: 978-
81-947019-4-1), which aims to establish the
COVID-19 on

multidisciplinary researches like Humanities,

impact of various

Medical, Arts, Engineering etc. In addition, Dr.
T. Pratheepan contributed as an Editor in the

record's journey.

Training Program on Google Workspace for Library Office Work

Mrs. D. P. C. Vithana, Librarian- Acting of the

Uva Wellassa University contributed as the

resource person for the online training
programme on “Google Workspace for library
office  work” organized by the Academic
Group of SLLA (2020/21) on 6" of May 2021.
The target group was university, school and
public, Library Information Assistants, and
other interested persons in Sri Lanka

Member of the Academic Libraries Group of the SLLA (2020/21)

SLLA Gateway, to access authenticated web
resources was launched by the Academic
Libraries Group of the SLLA (2020/21) on 16"
of June 2021. Mrs. D. Palika C. Vithana
contributed being a member of the Academic
Libraries Group of SLLA (2020/21). Mr. M.
Norman Ravikumar is the Convener of the
group and the other members of the Group
are: Ms. U. D. Hiruni Kanchana, Mr. S.
Shanmugathasan, Mr. B. Prashanthan and Ms.
M. P. M. Kanchana De Silva.

o
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“Many of life’s failures are people who did not realize how close they

were to success when they gave up”

- Thomas A. Edison
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Contribution as Resource Persons

Emerging Role of Libraries and » KG COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCE
Librarians == .

Dr. T. Pratheepan participated as a resource
personin the International virtual short-term
course on “Enlightening of LIS Professionals
in Emerging Technologies” organized by the
Department of Library and Information
Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, India in
collaboration with the Madras Library
Association, India. The programme took place
during April 12-16, 2021. Dr. T. Pratheepan
delivered his speech on the “Emerging role of

libraries and librarians”.

"ﬁ‘,-"" Fr W
@Hmﬂ Kamarg) Univpreity, Dept of Llbrarg asd ieformatian Srirnee

med biadres Library Aviscistian, Tamilnedu
Jodstly ergaaind 3 day Virtesd Shart Tevm Coovad o8

“EMLIGHTENNG OF L W EMERGING FTCMMOCO T -ELISPIT- I
Cortificate Of Dpprecialion
Dr.T. Pratheepan -
_ Drafting Scholarly Content Using
VIR . Online Tools

. K h'lllh'rl:lnlllm . K. Chisnaiamy

_— e — — — — — Dr. T. Pratheepan participated as a resource

. . . . . person in the International Professional
Scientific Publications in Recognized
Development Programme on Scholarly

& Indexed Journals Publishing: Swirls Unfurl organized by the
Patrician College of Arts & Science, India,
which took place during June 14-18,2021.Dr.

T. Pratheepan delivered a lecture on the topic

Dr. T. Pratheepan participated as a resource
person in a webinar organized by the
Department of Software Systems and

o e co G Collese of Arts & Drafting scholarly content using online

Science on “Trends and challenges in current tools.”
research” which took place during April 19-
23,2021.Dr.T.Pratheepan delivered a speech
on the topic “Scientific publications in

recognized & Indexed Journals”.
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